. Not to Make 
Convictions VV ithout Hearing 


the Accuſers and the Accuſed Face 
to Face.in Matters about RELIGION : 


According to the Law-of God(andthe Roman Laws,) 
. -inmany SCRIPTURES cited both out ofthe OLD and 
MEW TESTAMENT. 


E. do. intreat the Juſtfces of. Peace 
not take any Witneſs or Information 
from Jnfo2mers againſt us, to convict 
us behind our Backs, until you hear us 
together Face to Face: ' And we do be- 

licve that would caſe you ofa great daal 
of Trouble in your Courts and Seffions : for in ſome places the 
: Juſtices 


(2) 
Tuſtices have ſeen many of the Informers have ſworn Falfly a- 
oainſt us, to have been ata Mceting, when fone of us rhe faure 
time have beci in the Touatny, aud others ave not bech at a 
Meeting that day, as in ſeveral places have becn proved in open 
Court; and the Informershave been caft: io chat if. we and our 
Accuſers were broaght face to face before a Juſtice gf Peace be- 
fore Conviction many 0four Cauſes would there end, and never 
croable your-Courts nor usfurther. AnJ therefore we increat you 
co Read thee Scriptures following. and yo1 may fee what the 
Law of G2d and the Roman Laws {ay in benalf of our Caſe. 


Nicodemes ſaith, (who was a Ruler of the Fews) when Chriſt : 


was accuſcd by the Offtecrs of the Fews, and Chiet Prieſts and 


Pluariſccs,..Doth our Law juige ary Men before. it heareth him, ad * 


knowetch what he doth? John 7. 45. 51. And was n2t the 
Fews Law, the Law of God ? which Nicodemm calls Our Lmw, 

And the Lord ſaid ro Moſes, the Chicf Magiſtrate, Both the 
Men between wham the Gontrover (1 is, ſitll ſtand Fn the Fudls?, 8c: 
And the Fudge ſhall mate diligent ſearch , and if the Witneſs bra falſe 
Witneſs, and have teſtified felſy arainſt his Brother , then ſhill ve as 
unto the falſe Witzieſs, as fie thought.to have. done. againſt his , Brother, 
Deur. 19. 15, 16. 

And tg, aith; 4 Fdlſe Witneſs fodll not be -unpuniſh:4 , ad 


be that tells Lizs ſhall not eſcape, Prov. 9. 5, 9.. And Solomon © 


heard the two Women conzerning.che dead and the living Child, 
Face to Face, 1 Kmgs 3. 16. 
Ang agaigo, it js. ſaid, «For. all man;cer of Treſpaſſes, &c. which 


a-0: her challengeth to be his ,, the Caſa of both Partys ſhalfcome before - 
rhe Fudge. [Mark, Both Partys} Exod. 22. 9. And was not © 


this the Law of God ſrom' Mouns. Sizai? that ſaith; Both, Partys 
fhall come before the Fudgg, & Ce, 


"And the Lord ſaid, The Jews wer2«o have: one manner of Law, 


as, well for the Stranger, as for one of their own Country, i. the Fews, 


Lev. 24-23. So here wasno hearing of any Caſe or Treſpaſs | 


tomake any Conviction before the Judge, but. Face to Face. 


And 


” C3: | 

And when the Officers broughe Chriſt Jeſas before Caraphss 
che High-Prieſt, where the Scribes and Elders were afſembled , 
The Chief Prieſts and Elders, and ail the Cornſe! ſought Falſe Wit- 


| nefſes azainſt Feſns, to put him to Death, .but found none , at laſt came 


nvo Falſe Witn:ſſes, and ſaid, This Fellew ſaid, I ams able 10 deſtroy 
the Temple of God, ana onild yt again in three days, Mat, -26, 59, 


60, 61, john 18. 12. Luke 22. 5., 2. 


Now here you may ſee in the High Prieſts Court, the Falſe 
Witgefſes were brought-Face to Face againſt Jeſus before the 


| High Pricft. 


Andafter, when they led Feſws uato Pilate the Governour . 
the Chict Prieſts and Scribes ſtood up, and vehemently accuſed 


| him, fo Pilate the Rowan Governour, heard Chriſt, and his 


Falſe Accuſcrs and Witneſſes, namely, the Chief Prieſts and 
Scribes, Face to-Face, before he condemned -Chriſt, .Zube 23, 
from 1. to :6. 

And the Komen Chief Captain of the Caſtle in Feruſalem, 
when Paul was accuſed of the Fews, commanded the Chick Prieſts 
which accuſed-Pasl, and their Counſel to appear before Paul and 
him Face to Face, and ſer Paul before x {om ſo this Roman 
Captain, a Soldier, heard Pauland his Accuſers Face to Face, 
in matter of Religion, and not only fo, but delivered him our 
of their envious hands. A brave A of 2: Romay Souldier, as 
you may ſeci1 Ads 22. 30. and 23. 1, 2, 3, 4. 

And this Captain ſends ah, Fa Ceſarea unto Felix the Go- 
vernour, and gives a Relation how he heard Paul and his Accu- 
ſers Face to Fare, 11 matter of Religion: And Felix the 
Governour ſa'd co. Paul, 'J will hear thee when thine Ac- 
cuſers are alſocome, So we ſce that Felix the Governour, 
did not hear Payl till his Accuſers were come Face to Face, 
Atﬀs 23. 35, And after five days, Aranizs the High Prieſt 
d:ſcended with the Elders, and with a certain cn called 
Teriullus, and faid to the NY Felix, We have found the 

2 Man 


Aan (namely Paul) a peſirient Fellow, and a mover of Sedition a- 
mone all th: Fews throughout the world, and a Ringleader of the S.& 
of the Nazareens. Here this. Govyernour Fel:x heard Paul and 
the Chief Prieſts, Falſe Accufers, and W itneſles againſt him 
in matters of Religion, Face to Face. But Paul cleared himſleit 
from their Falſe Accufation before them, A&s 24. whole Chap. 
And when the High Prieſts and Chief of the Fews,. Informed 
Feſtus againſt Paul at Feruſalem, behind his back, when Paul was 
at Ceſarea a Priſoner; Feſizes did not make a Convidtiongof it 
behind Pau{s back, upon the High Prieſts and Chief of the Fovs 
Information. But Feſtz« anfwered them like a Wife Man, and 
ſaid, Go downto Czſarca, which among you are able, and acciſe this 
Man, to wit, Paul. So they went to Ceſarea, and laid grie-. 
vous Complaints againſt Paw.zwhich they could not prove. 

So here you may ſce, Feſtss did-hear Payl and AinAcculers, 
in Matters of Religion and Worſhip, Face to Face. - And Feſtu; 
ſaid ro King Agrippa ; When I was at Jerufalem, the Chief Prieſts 
and Elders of the [ews Informed me againſt Paul, and deſired to bave 
Frdement againſt him. Towhom 1 anſwered, 'Tis not the manner of 
the Romans to aeliver 4 Man to die, before he that is Aleceuſed have 
»s Iccuſers Face to Face, and have licenſe to An{woer for htm- 
{elf concerning the Crimes laid azainſt him,. So-theſe made nor 
Convictions behind back. - - | 

And here you may fee, the Chicf Prieſts-and Elders of the 
Fe2ws, would have acted contrary.to their own Law, Fic Law of 
God, (for Nicodemus futh, Doth our Law judee a Man before it 
hears him ?) and contrary to the Roman Law, which 43th not judge 
4 Man, before-his Accuſers be brought Face to Face, and he 10 anſwer 
for himſelf, as-yoI may ſee Ads 25. to the end. And Feſtus 
{aid to King Agrippa, That after Examination, (namely, hearing 
of both parties Face to Face) it ſeem'd to him a thins unreaſonable 
to fend a Priſoner to Auguſtus Czſar, and not withal te ſignify the 
Crimes laid azadm/t him, As 25. 26, © 

. vo | 


vw 


ny (5) 

Soif the Law of God in the Old Teſtament, and the Roman 

Law, did hear Men Faceto Face, concerning matters of Out- 
vard things and Religion, (for Payls caſe was a matter cf Reli- 
910n, andin't his the Roman Captain and the Goycrnours did hear 
Farl and his' Accuſers Face to Face, before they made-a Con- 
viction, or ſent Paul toCeſar) then ſurely Chriſtians ſhould not 
:& below the Law of God and the Romaz Laws, to Convict 
People behind their backs, ſo that they cannot hear nor ſee their 
Accutlers Face to Face, till after Conviction, 

And likewiſe in 4&s 6, 7. The Chief Pricſts heard Steven 
and the. Falſe Witneſſes againit him Face to Face, in mattcrs 
concerning Religion, before they ſtoned him to Death, Butin 
Acts 25. 15: The Chicf Prieſts and Elgers were ſo envious and 
mad, that they would have had |udgment of Feſ?ws againſt Pay 
bchind his back. But Feffws anſwered, *T# not fe miner of the 

Romans, &c. before he that s accuſed have his Accuſers Face to 
Face, and licenſe to anſwer for himſelf, concerning the Crimes laid 
arainſt hin, 

And therefore we do intreat you to conſider os in tacke things , 
and let not Convictions be made upon us behind our backs, by 
ſuch as we know not what qualities they be of, nor who they are + 
bur let our Convictions be Face to Face, that we may be heard 
before we be Convicted, according to the Ziw of Goa, ard the 
Pemans Law, which is but reaſon. And it is commonly faid, 
That the Laws of the Laxd, are grounded upon the Law of God, Scyip- 
ture and Reaſon. | 

In Ger. 3. 9,t0 19. you maylce, after Adam and Eve had 
:ranſgrefſed the command of God, how the Lord examined 
them, and heard what they could fay for chem{clves, before he + 
raſſed Sentence on Adamand Eve, anduron the. Serpent. . And 
r.ot oaly ſo, but he ſaid, The Seed of the Woman ſhall bruiſe the 
Serpexts head, Chriſt Jeſus, who through Death deſtroyes 

Death thac Man and Woman were bronght into, . by _ 
that 


tha: which God ſorbad. be! A) deſtroyes the Devil, 
the power of Death: For 44 in Adam all dies, even ſo in Chrift 
ſhall all be made alive, 1 Cor. 15. 22. : 

Andin Ger. 4 9, to 16. you may ſee, the Lord examined 
Cain, and asked him, Where i Abel thy Brother ? after he had 
killed him, and the Lord ſaid, hat haft thou done ? The Voice of 
thy Brothers Blood cryeth unto me from the Grourd , which was a 
Witneſs againſt Cain. And ſo here yo: may ce theLord examined 
_ Cain, before he made a Conviction upon . him, and Condemacd 
him. And co you think the Lord could-nothaye ( ondemacd 
Cain, and have paſſed Sentence u, 0.1 him, without asking where 
his Lrother Abel was, but to give Examjle * 

And in Gen. 6. God looked upon the Earth, and behold it was Cor- 
rupted, For all Fleſh had corrupted his way upon the Earth, And 
the Lord taid, My Spirit ſhall nct alwa es ffrive with Man, &c, 1 
will deflroy Man, whom I have created, from the face of the Earth. Here 
the Lord look't upon them, -and ſtrove with them, before he de- 
ſtroyed them. | 

Andin Gey. i 1.-when Nimrod and his Company were br ild- 
ing of Babel, the Lord God ſaid, Behold, the People are one, and they 
have all one Language, and this they beginto do ; and now nuthing will 
be reſlrained from them, which they imagine todo. And the Lord 
ſaid, Goto, let ws Fo Down, 47d There [Mark, There] con- 
found their Language, that they may not nnderſtand one anothers Speech. 
So the Lord confounded and ſcattered them over all the Face of 
the Earth. So here you may ſee what the Lord ſaid, -Ler ws 20 
dewn, ard there confoun# their Languages." So he confounded them, 
and ſcattered them abroad upon the face of all the Earth. 

AndinGez. 13. 13. The Men of Sodom were Wicked and Sin- 
ners before the Lord exceedingly. And in Gen. 18,20, 21. The 

Lord ſaid, Becawfe the cry of the City of Sodom u« (great, and becauſe 
their Sin i grievous, I will go down, know, 47d ſee, whether 
they have done altozether according to the Cry of it, which is come unto 

| me, 
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a7, Tf net; Till, Now 'tis ſaid in che Margin, God 
ſpeateth after the f.jh:on of Min, That is, 1 will enter into Judgment 
w1th e804 advice. .._ _— 
Here yo may fee, before the Lord Gid deſtroy Sodom, he ſa;- 
I will ge down «:d ſe, whether they have done altogether according to 
the Cry of it, whichis cemetome. If not, I will kyow. And do you 
think any thing was hid from che Lord, concerning Sodow before 2 
But the Lord wou'd manifeſt his Righteous and Juſt Proceedings 
unto the Eyes of Men. | 
And when Tamer was accuſed as being with Child by W hore- 
dome; Fudah{aid, Bring her forth, and let ber be burned, Azd 
when ſhe was brourht forth, ſhs Convit##d udih withhu Signet, Brace- 
lt ard Staff. * Which made Fudah confefs, That FYamar was wore 
Riz rtecusthanh:. So 'tis not good to make Convidtions, and 
ive Judgmenr behiad Peoples backs, leſt they be made to con- 
os as Fudah did, They whom they make Convittions or give their 
Judgments agai aſs behind their backs, are more Righ ens then they 
wo Judze them. 


But we do thin it very hard, that ſeveral 7-ſtices of Peace ſhould 
make ſo» many Cenvictions in ſome places behind our backs, without 
hearing us and-our Accuſers and Witneſſes Face to Face, who if they did 
hear us Face to Face, we do'behicve it would eaſe the Seſſions of a great 
dea! of Trouble, and prevent many Falſe Swearers againſt us; as hath 
been proved in ſome Courts; --which hath put us to a great deal of Trouble 
and Charges in the Tryat of our Appeals. And when they have been caſt, & - 
proved forlxorn,we have had little relief agaiaſt I : But. the /n- 

ſormer; have gone onſtilt: But if we were bit heard before Convidtion,it 
might prevent many Falſe Oaths,& the Trouble at your Seſfien3,8 a great - 
deal of Charges weareputunto.: + fo we ſhall leaye.all thoſe things to your 
weighty Conſideration, and deſire that the Lord may give you” Wiſdom * 
aid Underſtanding to hear and judge of our Suffering Caſe. ; 


From the People called Quakers, firſt Moneth; 1684-- 


THE END. 


